AMERICAN POTATO JOURNAL [Vol. 36 which are then re-translocated to all parts of tim plant, much like the blood in the blood stream of the body. Neither are roots attracted to the fertilizer zone in the soil. Strangely enough, although roots exhibit geotropism and hydrotropism, chemotropism has never been clearly demonstrated. As a matter of fact work with timelapse photography has shown definitely that chemotropism is entirely lacking in roots.
Another point to consider is that much of the fertilizer, particularly the nitrogen and potash salts, is readily soluble so that in a short time there is a movement of these salt solutions into the soil above or below the band, depending on weather conditions. This movement tends to enlarge the fertilizer zone in the soil and also to reduce the fertilizer concentration.
Over the years band placelnent of fertilizer has generally given good results with potatoes most of the time. Where it has appeared to be less satisfactory one can be reasonably sure that restrictions of root growth front banded fertilizer was not the critical factor responsible.
CONCLUDING STATES{ENT
These are but a few indications of the changes in theory and practice that are taking place in the field of potato nutrition. Collectively they indicate progress because only through an evaluation of new concepts and new approaches to old problems can research in potato nutrition be expected to rise above the high plateau it has reached. Future demands for potatoes as food and for industrial uses, without doubt, can be expected to provide an added incentive for a forward lnovelnent in potato nutritional research. 
REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE -1959
The total membership of The Potato Association of America at the date of the annual meeting at Fredericton, N. B., August 13, 1959 August 13, , stands at 2253 . This is approximately the same as that of the previous vear with some of the reductions in a few states being equalized by additions from others.
About forty per cent of the total menll)ership includes group members consisting primarily of potato growers in Maine, Michigan, California, New" York, New Jersey and Washington.
In addition to the regular melnbership, the Association is proud to have 12 sustaining members.
